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Diabetes Stigma in Sports
Coaches and trainers can help people with diabetes thrive

Diabetes is a chronic condition that impacts how the body uses blood sugar (also called blood glucose) for energy.
There are two common types: type 1 diabetes (T1D), where the body cannot make insulin, a hormone required to use blood
sugar for energy, and type 2 diabetes (T2D), where the body does not make enough insulin or respond to it effectively.
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Support and inclusion change the game

Supporting athletes with diabetes doesn't just mean allowing accommodations for medical
treatment or self-management. People often experience negative attitudes, p——
judgment, assumptions, and prejudice simply for having diabetes, knownas ¢ -
diabetes stigma.® This is rooted in people being incorrectly blamed for "causing
their diabetes" or being viewed as "weak, lazy, or incapable" for having a chronic
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Know the signs of low @ and high @ blood sugar

Blood sugar changes may impact athletic performance. Low blood sugar may cause difficulty concentrating,
irritability, dizziness, light-headedness, trembling, sweating, hunger, behavior changes, and more. If blood

sugar drops too low, emergency glucagon (available as nasal sprays or injections) may need to be administered.

High blood sugar can look similar, including symptoms like difficulty concentrating and irritability. High blood
sugar may also cause lethargy, blurred vision, thirst, or excessive urination.




You can help: dStigmatize
Cultivating diabetes stigma-free spaces for sport
.

Consider the best ways to communicate.*

Bringing up a topic like diabetes can be difficult. Help ease discussions by using supportive language
(such as “person with diabetes” instead of “diabetic”). Be mindful of non-verbal communication (such
as not staring at people’s medical devices or gasping and pointing during an emergency). Be prepared with
helpful follow-up questions, such as “Is there anything | can do to support you? 'm here to help.”

Set up a game plan with the athlete or person with diabetes in advance.

Collaborate with the athlete(s) with diabetes to create a plan about how to best support them,
including a game plan to manage blood sugar checks during practice, how to help during emergency
scenarios (like administering glucagon if needed), and how public they want conversations about their
diabetes to be. Designate a place to keep their supplies, like low snacks and glucagon, during training and
events so they can be easily reached. Provide information in advance about the type of exercise and
intensity that will be on the schedule each day and consider learning more about how your sport may
impact blood sugar levels:
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Get educated, but don’t give unsolicited management advice.

Diabetes is complicated! Consider taking time to learn more about diabetes, such as understanding
management tools in case of emergencies. People with diabetes often spend a lot of time educating
others and correcting misconceptions. Instead, make learning a team sport. Consider teaching the team
about diabetes (if the player is open to it) and helping to correct misconceptions about diabetes. Being an
informed support system is empowering, but remember to let people with diabetes steer the ship on
decisions about how they manage their condition and what help they need.
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https://diabeteswise.org/exercise/
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